
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Kentucky Memorial. 393 

time to take up the line of marcli. We shall pass through Mt. Pleas- 
ant, and to the agency, and thence the hest route to Council Bluff. 

Mr. Edwards moved that the report be adopted and printed, which 
was agreed to, when, on motion of General Hight, the meeting ad- 
journed to meet on Saturday, April 8th, at 2 o'clock p. m. 

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 
BY CITIZENS OF KENTUCKY, JANUARY 13, 1840. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled : 
Your petitioners respectfully suggest : That the Government of the 
United States ought to plant a colony in the Oregon Territory, and 
give it such nurture in its infancy as to enable it to get a hold suffi- 
ciently permanent for it, by industry, to make the many natural ad- 
vantages of that vast region contribute to the wealth and prosperity 
of our nation. To crown this enterprise with success, they believe it 
to be expedient to have a road cut from some of the towns on the Mis- 
souri River, across the Rocky Mountains to Astoria, at the mouth of 
the Oregon River. As soon as this passage can be opened, a colony of 
farmers and mechanics should be conducted across the mountains and 
settled, with a military power, stationed strong enough to protect the 
colony. Dottations of land should be made to those who would become 
actual settlers, sufficiently large to induce emigration. At a conven- 
ient distance across the mountains small garrisons should be placed, to 
protect travelers from the hostilities of the Indians. Under these ar- 
rangements, with such additions as you in your wisdom may make, a 
settlement in that territory can be made, which will doubtless redound 
to the advantage of this country. Your petitioners believe there are 
but few sections of country in North America embracing more advan- 
tages than that region. Its climate is said to be more temperate than 
the climate of any other country situated in a similar latitude. Its 
soil is fertile and well adapted to the growth of all kinds of agricul- 
tural products. Its valuable fisheries would be a splendid accession of 
wealth to the United States; its peltries, for a time, would be im- 
mensely profitable. A settlement in that country would afford more 
extended range to tbe pursuit of agriculture, into which it is our na- 
tion's interest to induce as many as possible ; when markets shall be 
opened for the products of this country, its rivers will afford advanta- 
geous facilities of navigation. The commercial position of this coun- 
try must not be overlooked. The East India trade, which enriched 
the Phoenicians, the Jews, and all succeeding nations, which have been 
so fortunate as to enjoy its trade, is more convenient to this quarter of 
the country than any commercial point in the United States or Europe. 
The estuary of the Oregon River is said to afford a safe, easy, and 
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commodious harbor. Were a trade carried on between this point and 
the East Indies, the perilous navigation of dangerous seas, to which 
our commerce with that quarter is unavoidably exposed, would be ob- 
viated. With a little energy and an inconsiderable expense, compared 
with the magnitude of the design, we can have the luxuries and rich- 
est products of the Oriental climes brought up the Oregon River, over 
the snowy heights of the Rocky Mountains, and poured out into the 
lap of the prosperous West. 

Your petitioners feeling a lively interest in speedily securing so 
many important advantages for their country, therefore pray, that your 
honorable body will, by law, afford the necessary facilities as soon as 
practicable, to settle the Oregon Territory in the manner suggested in 
this petition. 

H. Hough, Fielding Friend, Samuel Haycraft, J. R. Boyce, C. S. 
Craig, James W. Hays, F. W. Foreman, S. D. Winterbower, R. 6. Hays, 
John H. Thomas, J. W. Miller, E. S. Brown, Nathaniel McLane, James 
W. Smith, E. H. Haycraft, P. S. Wood, Samuel J. Stuart, Wm. D. Ver- 
trus, P. W. D. Stone, W. S. Morris, Thomas Morris, John Arnold, W. 
S. English, W. E. English, Stephen Eliot, Arthur Park, Wm. C. Van 
Mater. 

Elizabethtown, Kentucky, January 13, 1840. 

TALLMADGB B. WOOD LETTER. 

The following letter, written by Tallmadge B. Wood, 
was secured through Miss Florence E. Baker, of the Wis- 
consin State Historical Society. Tallmadge B. Wood 
was without doubt the Benjamin Wood of whose murder 
by Indians in the California mines in 1848 Mrs. Fannie 
Clayton gives a circumstantial account in the June Quar- 
terly, 1901, pages 180-181. As the letter and other evi- 
dence indicate, he was prominent in the direction of the 
emigration of 1843. 

Miss Baker supplies the note below, descriptive of the 
letter; also the following facts: "Mr. Wood was born July 
5, 1817, and was the son of Jesse and Rebecca (Bryan) 
Wood, and grandson of Benjamin Wood. They lived in 
the township of Milton, and their post office was Ballston 
Spa, Saratoga County, New York. His sister was Mrs. 
(Wood) Stinner, [?] who founded a seminary for young 



